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rsb and between it and its periosteum, and
divided it with Hey’s saw. The incision
was then extended back to the spine, and
the rib was there detached from its articu-
lation with the vertebrae. At this part of
the operation much care was used to avoid

wounding the dorsal nerves.
On further examination, the sixth rib

was found in like manner diseased, and was
in like manner removed. Underneath this

rih, a little anterior to the angle, a sinus
communicating with the lungs was discover.
ed: a hole about the size of a goose’s quill,
which emitted a great quantity of matter,
dmharging with more freedom when she
coughed.
From reviews I have seen of operations to

remove carious ribs, as performed by Cetta-
d:ni and Iticberaiid, securing the intercostal
ar.eries seems to have constituted a diffrculty.
la this operation I was not under the

necessity of applying a ligature to any
blood-vessel, the iatercostals lying between
the plpura and. the periosteum were made
perfectly secure bv interposing the elevator,
as above stated, between the periosteum
and the rib.
After removing as much of the diseased

soft parts as was deemed prudent, the
wound was closed with the interrupted
suture, and adhesive strips covered with
lint and secured with a roller. Inordinate
injammation was completely ’prevented by
two smaU bleedings, and maintaining a loose
state of the bowels.
Examination on the fourth day discovered

about four-fifths of the wound to have
healed by the first intention. No pain has
been complained of sinoe that time ; the
hectic declined, and disappeared in a few
days; the cough has materially subsided,
sometimes not troubling her for twenty-four
hours together. An issue is maintained by
tmts, opposite the sinus of the .lungs,
through which a considerable quantity of
matter, which appears to be a mixture of
mULUS and pus, discharges; this opening
will be maintained until the lungs are en-
tirely r.:1ieved.
On the 15th August, she left town on a

visit to Digu’s Suiphur Spring, a trip of
twenty-two miles, which she made in a
rough Jersey wagon, without complaining
ot fatigue. I visited her on the 22d, her
cough liad mended, her appetite and strength
had increased, and her general health and
appearance had visibly improved. She rides
early to the spring on horseback, a distance
M nrjre Lian half a mile from her lodgings.
The portions of rib removed had suffered

internal necrosis. Their lamellated struc-
:_ nas, to a small extent, destroyed at
- - .=: points; tiz. at the anterior sinus,at the l1&ucirc;g:e, and at the neok ; but most at
- :.- angle."

C&AElig;SARIAN OPERATIONS IN GERMANY.

C. M. KIND.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I am surprised to find the follow-
ing remarks in the 2.50th Number of THE
LANCET :&mdash;" Our readers will perhaps be
surprised at the frequency of the Caesarian
operation in Germany, but this circumstance
arises from a consideration (now sanctioned,
if not first engendered, by legal enactment)
that the life of the child should not be sacri-
ficed, even with the fair prospect in view
of saving the life of the mother." I can
assure you and your readers, that no such
law exists in any German state, and that in
Germany, as in this country, the expediency
of destroying the child is always left to the
judgment of the medical attendant.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.
C. M. KIND.

5, West Street, Finsbury Square,
June 23, 1828.

[We feel much obliged to Dr. Isrnu for
this correction.&mdash;ED. L.]

ON DISEASES OF THE BONES-AMERICAN

SURGERY.

A RECENT number of the American Me.
dical Recorder contains a long dissertation
on the pathology of the bones, by Dr. W.
M’Dowell, of Fincastle, Virginia. The opi-
nions broached in this paper are singularly
opposed to prevailing doctrines, and the

practice adopted in the various cases which
are related, presents a striking contrast to
the ordinary methods of treatment. It is
the opinion of Dr. M’Dowell, that. the vis
vitce of bones, generally speaking, is inade-
quate unassisted, to relieve them from dis-
eases which have destroyed any portion of
their structure ; and, consequently, that
the manual interference of the surgeon is,
for the most part, absolutely necessary. It
is, perhaps, scarcely requisite for us to re-
mark, that the reverse of this opinion is
held by the highest authorities ; that the
expectant plan of treatment is more generally
adopted in respect to diseases of the bones,
than in any ether class of maladies.

Dr. M’Dowell, however, says, that he is
" well satisfied", the pathological views of
the most celebrated authors on diseases of
the bones are incorrect, and he thus pro-
ceeds to state his own. By the term
" necrosis," he means dead bone, from what-
ever cause arising, and he distinguishes
affections of the lamella from those of the
cancellated structure, by the terms external
and internal. He conceives that caries " is
of the same character with necrosis," in
fact, that caries is merely necrosis of a

smaller portion of a bone.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS have been received
from Mr. R. Williams-Dr. Howith-Dr.
Seward&mdash;Mr. Millman&mdash;A Subscriber (2)-
Mathetes&mdash;A Hater of Superstition-1’eras
- A General Practitioner-Mr. W. Wells--
&Dgr;.&mdash;J. W.&mdash;Caius.

* * No. * *

We are of opinion, that the certificates
in possession of Mr. Jones would be
deemed sufficient. Surely the Court would
make an exception in such a case.

" Argus" is particularlv requested to

favour us with his name and address, con.
fidentially.

11 A. H." shall receive due notice of the
trial. It will most likely take place in
October. May TRUTH be triumphant!
We have our eye on the disgraceful pro.

ceedings at the Westminster, but deem it
prudent to be silent, for the present.
As it is the wish of several correspond.

ents, we will publish Carlisle’s letter, :ipossible, in our next. But the poor Oyster
is out of water, cannot absorb, and gapes it
vain.

! Mr. Fixott shall hear from us in the courseof a few days.


